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Construction of the « Damassine», home of orchards,  landscape and energy - 
Community of Agglomeration of Montbéliard (France) 
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Objectives of the action 

Spreading awareness on energy related issues within the population  
A space for building awareness, protecting and appreciating the orchard heritage of the region. This 
BBC type building (official French label BBC - Building of Low Energy Consumption) is meant to 
serve both as a pedagogical and demonstrative support, as it will spread the knowledge about this 
particular construction method, which makes the building more energy efficient and reliant on 
renewable energy sources.  

Description of the action 

In 2005, the CAPM and several associations, worked together on particular issues and actions, 
which – after having been implemented - would help to conserve the orchard heritage of the “Region” 
of Montbéliard. This is how the « Orchards Action » project was born. In 2007, it turned out 
necessary to construct a building, which would be used for the coordination and further enhancement 
of the project. At the same time, the CAPM was in the process of putting in place an ambitious 
energy policy by engaging in the Cit'ergie initiative. It just came out naturally that elected people of 
the CAPM have chosen this building to be a pilot project of the community’s energy policy, serving as 
an example for the future activity in this field. This ‘BBC’ type building has following features and 
construction elements:  

·  Straw for the insulation of exterior walls and heating with shredded wood 
·  Production of electricity with photovoltaic panels 
·  Wind / photovoltaic type of external lighting 
·  Use of natural materials that require low primary energy  
 

The project is realised with the support of the Region, FNADT (National fund for the territory land-
planning and development), the County Council, the ADEME (French Environment and Energy 
Management Agency) and the ERDF (European Regional Development Fund). 

Results / Achievements  

 

·  One of first « passive » public buildings in France 
·  A building with the surface of 1,022 m², with a projected consumption of 35 kWh/m²/year, or 

50% less than the RT 2005 (thermal regulations for new buildings) 
 

The insulation of walls require 4,800 bales of straw or 77 tons 
Construction budget: 3.5 M€ 
November 2008: start of the construction  
June 2009: installation of straw insulation system  
Opening to the public in the first half of 2010 

Highlights of the action 

·  First ‘BBC’ type building constructed by the CAPM; plans to erect more buildings of this kind 
in the future 

·  Installation of the 1st straw on 24/07/09 by Pierre Moscovici, President of the CAPM, Doubs 
MP and a former minister, in the presence of technical and financial partners, professionals 
and the public 

Advice for replication 

·  Multi-faceted project with a very innovative architecture and original content should be 
suited to activities it will shelter (juicer, kitchen used for pedagogical purposes, orchards, 
schools, Museography of Orchards, Landscape and Energy) 

·  Requires a political will and - what is very important - cooperation with partners 

Online information  

www.agglo-montbeliard.fr/index.php?id=113 
Strong communication from the outset of the project: dissemination of a newsletter entitled 
"Chroniques de la Damassine" since the opening of the construction site. 
Proposal of regular site visits for the public and professionals – contact us 

Contact  

Community of Agglomeration of Montbéliard 
Myriam VIROT - Manager of the Environment Agency, coordinator of « La Dammassine » project 
Tel.: +33 (0)3 81 31 89 95 / E-mail: myriam.virot@agglo-montbeliard.fr 


