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Objectives of the action 

During the winter of 2008/09, The Urban Community of Bordeaux (CUB) has carried out the aerial 
infrared thermography of its entire territory. This enabled the mapping of energy losses in all 27 
municipalities of the agglomeration, inhabited by more than 700,000 people. The operation 
comprised 250,000 buildings within the area of 55,000 hectares. 
The main objective of the action was to raise awareness in the field of energy saving in buildings, 
particularly among individuals, and to encourage people to carry out thermal insulation works. 

Description of the action 

This operation was conducted as part of the agglomeration’s Climate Plan. It was undertaken in 
partnership with 27 municipalities and received the support from ADEME (French Environment and 
Energy Management Agency), the Aquitaine Region and the European Union via the ERDF (the 
European Regional Development Fund). It was one of the first actions implemented within the 
framework of the Climate Plan. The campaign made it possible to spread the knowledge about the 
agglomeration’s general approach in the field of energy and climate protection among the general 
public. 
 
Flights over the entire territory took place on four consecutive nights in February 2009, when the 
weather conditions were appropriate. The results were then announced at the International Fair of 
Bordeaux in May 2009. The stand of the CUB was at that year dedicated to the campaign. Twenty-
four computer posts of free service have enabled visitors to learn about infrared maps and energy 
advisors were present to answer all questions. The stand was designed to be partially reused 
afterwards and is now available for the 27 municipalities. The results of the aerial thermography are 
also accessible on the dedicated website www.thermographie.lacub.fr.  
 
At the same time, two new energy advisors joined the team of the Energy Information Points 
(Espaces Info Energie), already present on the territory. Those two advisors, co-financed by the 
CUB, are meant to carry out animation activities to further promote the aerial thermography. For this 
purpose, they participate in exhibitions organised in particular municipalities to present results of the 
operation. They also strive to familiarize the citizens with the possibility to take advantage of energy 
advisory service, offered by the CUB.  

Results / Achievements 

 

This teaching tool is a first step towards shaping a broader project on the rational use of energy. The 
evaluation of this action has not yet been conducted. Given a large number of applications that are 
being received by the Eco-advisory service, the decision has been taken to produce a new edition of 
the information booklet, which had been previously distributed to citizens. The first printing comprised 
2,000 copies and the re-edition was twice the size of the first one. 

Friendly advice for 
replication 

There is no interest of carrying out such operation, unless it is accompanied by an adequate 
communication campaign. Indeed, its main objective is to raise awareness in the field of energy. 
Apart from the preparation of infrared maps, the effort has to be taken to use them properly and 
disseminate the results among the general public. In case of a small territory, the communication 
activities should be carried out in a targeted and highly personalised manner. When it comes to a 
larger area, the communication should be more general to reach as many people as possible.  
It is also important to dispose or to provide a technical support by means of energy advisors (Energy 
Information Points in the case of the CUB). 

Online information  

www.thermographie.lacub.fr 

Booklet on the Climate Plan and aerial thermography: 

http://www.lacub.fr/thermographie/planclimat_thermographie.pdf 
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Julien COTTIN - Climate Plan Project Manager 
Urban Community of Bordeaux 
Tel: +33 (0)5 56 93 65 89 / E-mail: jcottin@cu-bordeaux.fr 
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