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Multiple-Use Lane - Barcelona, Spain
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Description

In an important city where mobility is ever more increasing and diverse, all different means of
transport, pedestrians, cyclists, goods distribution operations, and vehicle parking need to
share common public space in optimum conditions. In order to give a concrete answer to the
necessities of the different urban agents, and with the will to improve traffic flow and mobility,
the City Council of Barcelona created the multiple-use lane. This lane has been designed to
adapt the space use to circulation, load and unload services and resident parking, taking into
account hourly demand: it is open to traffic from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m., and from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.,
to loading and unloading from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and to resident parking from 9 p.m. to 8 a.m.

It is considered an effective solution for intense traffic streets with important commercial
activity lacking basic arrangements for goods delivery, and is already being used as such on
3,720 m of Barcelona main streets.

Two kinds of traffic signs have been installed in order to mark off the lane:

- Vertical electronic information panels showing messages concerning lane use at any
given time (placed at the beginning of each block),

- Horizontal markers with 15 high intensity leds, which light up when the lane is
reserved for loading and unloading operations.
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